
 

 

OFFICE OF THE 

Advisory Board 

TOWN HALL 

511 MAIN STREET 

DUNSTABLE, MA  01827-1313 

(978) 649-4514 x222  FAX (978) 649-4371 

advisory@dunstable-ma.gov 
 

April 29, 2021 
 
Present: Michelle Bobkov, Jim Frey, Jake Lewon, Harold Simmons, Leo Tometich; Town Administrator Brian 
Palaia; BOH: Maria Amodei (Chair). 
 
This virtual meeting was called to order at 6:17 PM via Zoom Meeting ID: 843 6153 2435. 
 
Board of Health Revolving Fund Update and Discussion  
1. Maria informed the AB that the 325 town trash & recycling subscribers that pay into the BOH revolving fund 

are currently absorbing the cost for municipal trash. 
2. Maria informed the AB that the BOH revolving fund is currently absorbing the cost for municipal trash. 
3. Revenue for the BOH revolving fund comes from the 325 town trash and recycling program subscribers. 
4. Maria noted that the whole town should pay for municipal trash disposal and recycling, not just the town 

trash and recycling program subscribers. 
5. One initial step to rectify this would be to add a separate line item in the BOH budget for municipal trash. 
 
 
Public Hearing to Review Annual Town Meeting (ATM) Warrant Articles 
Motion to open the public hearing – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
Public hearing opened at 6:22 PM. 
The AB position on the ATM warrant articles are listed below.  Please refer to the ATM warrant and supporting 
documents for additional information. 
 
Article 1 – Reports  No vote needed. 
 
Article 2 – Unpaid Bills of FY19 

1. Small Water Systems  $450.00 
Requires a 4/5ths vote for approval at town meeting. 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Leo. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 3 – Transfer to Water Enterprise Fund 

1. Free cash to Water Enterprise Fund to replenish their Emergency Repair/Expense fund: $20,000 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 4 – Salaries of Elected Officials 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 5 – Operating Budget for FY22, beginning July 1, 2021 
Reference separate FY22 budget workbook for more details. 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Michelle   OPPOSE: Leo  ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 6 – Free Cash Transfer for FY22 Budget 
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1. Free cash used in FY22 operating budget: $451,600 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 7 – Revolving Fund Expenditure Limits 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 8 – Borrowing for Roads Department Loader 

1. $154,500 debt exclusion after trade-in of existing 2006 John Deere end loader. 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 9 – Borrowing for Fire Department Rescue Vehicle 

1. $190,000 debt exclusion to replace existing 1999 Rescue Truck. 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 10 – Free Cash for Stormwater Permit Compliance 

1. Free cash to the Stormwater Management compliance fund for EPA mandated activities: $15,000 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 11 – Free Cash for Library Roof Repair 
The AB supports maintaining the library but need multiple estimates to make a recommendation. 
Motion to defer support until ATM – Harold, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 12 – Free Cash Transfer ($64,202) for School Department Capital Assessment 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 13 – Community Preservation Committee(CPC) Recommendations 
This article allocates the Community Preservation Act surcharge funds, approximately $400,000, into specific 
accounts or categories before spending.  Approval of this article will make the following CPC funds allocations. 

1. Historic, Community Housing, and Open Space categories: 10% each 
2. Administration: 5% 
3. Ferrari land debt payoff 
4. Undesignated: Remainder 

Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 14 – CPC – McLoon House Preservation ($100,000) 

1. CPC Historic category to the DRLT for historical preservation work completed on the McLoon house at 
59 Main Street. 

Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Michelle. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 15 – CPC – High School Stadium Restoration and Softball Field Improvements ($74,268) 
Motion to defer recommendation until ATM, in part, to see whether Groton supports since the Groton ATM is 
before ours – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 16 – Town Center District Zoning Bylaw and Map Amendment 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Michelle   OPPOSE: Leo  ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 17 – Various Amendments to Zoning Bylaws 
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Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 18 – Section 29. Community Housing Zoning Bylaw Amendment 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Leo. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 19 – Section 2. Re-adoption of the B-2 Zoning District Map 
No changes to the boundaries of the district. 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 20 – Section 2. Re-adoption of the Solar Energy Overlay District Map 
No changes to the boundaries of the district. 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 21 – Extension of Growth Limitations until June 30, 2031 Under Zoning Bylaw Section 11.8 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 22 – Advisory Board Bylaw Amendment 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Michelle. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 23 – Adoption of the Stormwater Management Bylaw on Erosion Control/Post Construction 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 24 – Drew Property Acquisition by Town for Trail Access to 48-acre Emery Woods Property 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Michelle. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 25 – Timber Fund Transfer 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 26 – State Chapter 90 Road Aid Funds Appropriation (Approximately $185,000) 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 27 – Acceptance of a Portion of Main Street as an Official Public Way for the Route 113 Project 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Michelle. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 28 – Statute Article 97 Mitigation in Support of the Route 113 Project 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jim, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 29 – Acceptance of Bear Hill Road as a Public Way 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Jake, 2nd – Jim. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
 
Article 30 – Town Clerk Position Change from Elected to Appointed After Current Term Ends in May 2022 
Motion to recommend as stated in ATM warrant – Leo, 2nd – Jake. 
VOTE: FOR: Harold, Jake, Jim, Leo, Michelle  OPPOSE: ABSTAIN: 
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Miscellaneous Topics 
The Dunstable Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for 10:00 AM on Saturday May 15, 2021 at Larter Field. 
 
The next AB meeting is scheduled for 9:30 AM on May 15, 2021 at Larter Field. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:21 PM – Jim, – 2nd Michelle.  Vote: Unanimous to adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:21 PM 


